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penetrated by many narrow creeks of deep water; one in
twelve miles long, in the form of a 'hatchet! in which, clone
to its broad upper end, soundings were not struck with 560
feet, and its entrance is only half a mile wide: in another
creek of the same nature, but even with a more irregular
outline, there was no bottom with 480 feet. The island of
Farsan, itself, has as singular a form as any of its surround-
ing banks. The bottom of the sea round the Dlmlac and
Farsan Islands consists chiefly of sand and agglutinated
fragments, but, in the deep and narrow creeks, it consists of
mud; the islands themselves consist of thin, horizontally
stratified, modern tertiary beds, containing but little broken
coral,1 their shores arc fringed by living coral-reefs.
From the account            by Ruppell'4 of the manner in
which Dhalac has          rent by              the
of which have* been unequally elevated (in one instance to
the amount of 50 feet)y it           probable that its Irregular
form, as well as probably of Farsan, may have been
partly caused by                elevations; but, considering the
genera! form of the             and of the deep-water
together with the composition of the land, I think their
configuration is                        dye in           part to             ,
currents having                                    an                          :
it is almost                            form              be attributed to
the growth of coral    Whatever                          the
origin of the                                                     the
number of the            on the                     of the         Sea
to*!iave                                          similar                I
of this                                in                      (in proof
of which 1 may              a         on                      in lab 2a";
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1                                                 if i,